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CHAPTER XVI.

(Continmea )

The Princess Again.

TR LS was the edifice of my
briet droam of happiness
dashed, broken, to the
ground of reality. The

woman for whom 1 had offered my
lite, and from whoso lips 1 had so
recontly heard a declaration of love
for me, had lightly forgotten my very
existence and smilingly given herselt
10 tha son of her people’s most hated
enemy.

Though I had heard It with my own
enrs, 1 could not belleve it. 1 must
asareth out her apartments and force
her to repeat the cruel truth to me
nlone before | would be convinced,
and @0 1 deserted my post and

hastened through the passago behind
the tapestries townrd the door by
which she had left the chamber,
Blipping quietly through this opening
1 &no\*ud & maze of winding cor-
ridors, branching and turning in every
direotion,

Runniog rapidly down first one and
then another of them, | svon became
hopolesaly lost and was standing
panting agninst a side wall whon [
heurd voloes near mo,

Apparently they woere coming from
the epposite wgide of the partition
agalnst which L leancd, and prosently
I mnade out the tones ui Dejah Thoris,

I could not hear the words, but I
knew that I could not be mistaken In
the volee, -

Moving on o fow steps 1 discovered
another posmsageway at the ond of
which lay & door. Walking boldiy
forward 1 pushed Into the room, only
W fnd myself in a small antechame-
ber, In which were the four guards

ho had aeccompanied her.  One of

ham instantly rose and ocoosied nin,
asking the nature of my bislness,

“I am from Than Kosis," [ replied,
Yand wish te speak privatcly with
Dejah Thorls, Princess of Helinm."”

“Tlwrow down your aword, You cans
no! hope te overcome four of us’™ he
wdded with a grim amile,

My reply was n quick thrust which
left mo but thres antagonisis.

The nolse had brought Dejah Thoris
to the door of her apartment, wnd
there sho stood throughout the con-
flet, with Rola at hor back, peering
over her shoulder. Her face was mot
and emotionless, and I knew that she
did not recognize me, nor did Bola.

Floslly & lucky cut Lrought down

& socond guardsman, and then, with
o two opnosing me, | changed my
ao and rushed them down after
ho Mshion of my Aghtioe that had
son me many & victory. The third
fell within ten seconds, and the last
lay dead upon the blowdy tloor a few
moments Inter, 1 turned to the pria-
oQss.

An 1 came cloge Lo her she swayed
toward me with outstretehied hands,
but as I reached (o take hoer in my

sho drew back with a shudder
& lttle moan of misery.
Iate—too lato,” she grioved
my chieftain that was, and whom
1 t dead. Had you but re.
turned one little hour before—but now
It 18 too late—too late.”
I am pot dead, my princess
¥o come Lo clalm you, and all
cannot prevent it
' John Carter, It Is uscloas!" sho
ered hopelossly. I may never
coas. Bab Than dies”
ou have aoaled hils denth warrant,

qﬂ——ﬂlb Than dies.”
that, elther,'” she hastened to
“I may not wod the man
my hushand, even in self-
“It s custom. Wa are ruled
upon Barsoom, It Is use-
nd.
4 m.d and dejected, T with-
from the room; but I waa not
discouraged, nor would 1 ad-
Dejah Thorls was lost to me
untdl the coremony bad actually been

i

 A®1 wandered along the corridors,
1 as ahsolutely lost in the mazes
d'bu winding passageways as 1 hind
heen before 1 discovered Delah

] riments.
T.g:..l'.mld waa abont thirty feest

balow: and at a lke distance from
the bullding wos u wall fully twenty
fect high, econstructed of polished
ginss about a foot in thickness, To i
red Marftian cscaps by this pnth
would have appearcd Impossibie, birt
strength il

L e, with my earthl
aolll l;‘ it seomud nf;‘t-ndy FSiTe
plikhed.

My only fear was In being detectad

hefore darkness gell; for I could not
make the leap in broad daylight while
the eourt hernw and thn avenue he-
yond were crowded with Zodangins.

Accordlugly, I searched for o hiding
placo, and Anally tound ane by acel-
dent, fnalde a huge hapging orna ment
whicli swung fram the celling of the
hall, and about ten feet from the
floor, Inte the eapacious bowl-1ika
vasn | sprang with ense und senrcely
had 1 settled down within it than 1
heard n number of peopie enter thae
ADArtment,

2ty group stopped benenth my hid.
1ng place, and I could plulnly over-
hear thelr every word.

Vit Iy the work of Hellumites,” sald
oné of Lo man

wyes, the old jeddak. but how had
they aceess to the palace? 1 could
halleve that, even with the diligent
care of vour gunrdsmen, a single
enamy mieht ronch the lnner clinmes

bera: hut how a for : af wix or elght
fAght're men conld have don® 80 lne
ugm‘rvnd. is bevoend me,  We shall
soony Know, however, for here comes

the roval peyohologist.”

Another man now joined the group,
and, after making his formal grevt-
ings to his ruler, sald;

O mighty §eddalk, It Is & strange
tale T read fn the dead minds of your
falthful guardsinen. Thoy wore feiled
by a single opponent.’

“Whare |8 my erstwhile savior?

s another of the party, and I
m the velce of the cousla of
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Thnn Konle, whom | had rescued from
the groen warriors,

Word was soon brought that [ was
powhera to be found, either In the
» oF at my fortner quartsrs in
the barracks of the alr-scour sqund-
ron, Kantos Kan they had found and
questioned, but he knew nothlog of
my wherenbouts, and ns to my t,
he had told them ho knew as littls,
mines ha had but recently met me
during our oaptivity among the War
hoons.

“Hanp your eyes on this one,' com-
manded an Kosls, “Ho also s A
wiranger, and likely as not they both
5ail from Hellum, and whers one i
wa ahall sooner or later find the other,
Quadrupla the alr-patrol, and |et
every man who leaves the city hy air
or ground ba subjected to the closest
merutiny.”

They loft the hall, and as dark-
ness had fallen without, T sHipped

lightly from my hiding-piace and
hastenad to tha balcony.

Few were in slght, and choosing a
moment when nons seemed near, 1
aprang quickly to the top of the glass
wall, and from thers to the avenuas
beyond the palacs grounds,

CHAPTER XVII.
Brave Hearts.
ITHOUT effort at conceal-
ment, 1 hastenad to the vi.
cinity of our quarters,
wherae I felt aure I should
find Kantos Kan,

Teaping from roof to roof, I soon
reached an open window in the bulld.
ing where 1 hoped to find the Hellu-
mite, and in another moment [ atood
in the room befara him.

¢ was alone and showed no mur-
prise at my coming, saying he had
expeoted me much ecarller, an my
tour of duty must have ended some
time since.

1 saw that he kusw nothing of the
events of the day at the palace, and
whett 1 hiad enlightened him he wan all
exoltament, The news that Dejah |
Thoris hid promised her hand to Bab |
Than Alled him with dismay.

“It eannot B he exelaimed. "It 1a
tmpossible! Why, no man in all Hel-
1 but would prefer death (o the
pelling of our loved Princesa to the
ruling houst of Zodanga, Bhe must
have lost her mind to have assented
to much an atroclous bargain.

“You, who do not know how we of
Hellum love the members of our rul.
ing house, cannot apprecinte the hore
ror with whioh I contemplate such an
unholy alllance.
“What ean be done, John Carter?
e continued. “You are a resource.

ful man., Can you not think of sorme
wuy to save Hellum from this dis-
graca?'

It I ean coma within aword's|
reach of Bab Than,” 1 anawered, "1
cun solve the diMiculty In xo far as
Thellum Ia concerned, but for parson-

~ The Even

al reasons T would prefer that an-
viher struck the blow that freea De-
Jah Thoris."

Kuntos Kan eyed me narrowly be.
tors ha spoke.

“You love her! Doss shs know (t?*

“"Bhe knows It, K~ntos Kan, and re-
pulses ma only because she ls prom-
ised to 8ab  "han.'

The =plendld fellow sprang to his
foel, and grasping me by the shoul-
der, ralsed his sword on high, exe
clalming:

“Amd had the cholce been loft to
ma I could not hinve chosen a mors
fitting mate for the first princess of
Barsoom, Here (s my hand upon your
shoulder, John Carter, and my word
that Sab Than shall go out at the
point of my sword for the sake of
my love for Hellum, for Dejah Thoris
and for you. ‘Thie very night I shall
fry to reach his quarters In the pal-
aes'

“How?' T asked. “You are strong-
ly guarded; a quadruple force pa-

be trols the mky."

He bent his head In thought a mo-
ment,

“I oniy need to pass these guards
and I ¢an do It,” he sald at last. *I
know u secret entrance to the palncs
through the pinnacle of the highest
tower. I fell upon It by chance while
on patrol duty,

“In this work it Is required that wa
Investigate any unusual ooourrencs
Wo may witness, and a face pesring
from ths pinnacle of the high tower
of the palace was, to me, most un-
usinl, 1 therefors drew near and dis-
coverod that the possessor of the
peeriog face was none other than Sab
Than, He was slightly put out at
iing detocted, and commanded ma to
lieap the matter to myself, explaining
that the passage from the tower led
direatly to bls apartments and wus
known only to him,

“If 1 ean reach the roof of the bar-
riacks and get my machine I ean he In
Hiub Than's quarters in five minutes;
but how am 1 to esoape from (his
bullding, guarded as you BAy It ju?

“How well are the machine shode
ut the barracks wunrded 7 I asked,

There 18 usually but one man en
Auty there at night upen the roof”

‘Go to the roof of this bullding,
Kantos Kan, nnd wait me thers

Without stepping to explain my
plans I retraced my way to tha sirest
and hostened to the barracks 1 did
not dure to enter the bullding, Alled
ny it was with members of tha alr
#cout squadron, who, in common with
wll Zodanga, wore on the lookout for
me

The bullding wis an enormoun one,
Tenring (ts lofty head fully a thousand
fent into the alr. But fow bulldings
in Zodanga wera higher than thowe
mirracks, though several topped It by
i few hundred feet: the docks of the
gront battleshipns of the line standing
some fiftran hundred fost from the
fround, whila the freleht and pas-
wenmer  atationa of the merohant
wauadrons ross nearly as hlgh,

It wns a long elilmb up the face of
the huildine, and one franght with
:mr:h danger, and so T assayed the
L)

The fact that Barsoominn arohitec-
ture s extremely ornate made the
feat much simpler than I hnd antiel-
pated, wince 1 found  ornamental
ledges and projections which fairly
formed a perfeot ladder for me all
the way to the eaves of the bullding,
Here | met my first real obatacloe,

The eaves projected nearly twenty
feet from the wall 1o whioh I eluns,
and though 1 encireled the great
bullding I could fAnd no epening
through them,

The ton Hloor was allght, and flled
wilh soldiere ensaged In the pastimes
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of thelr kind. 1 could not, therefore,
reach the roof through the bullding,

There wam oue slight!, desperate
chance, and that I declded T must
take. It was for Dejnh Thorls. and
no man has lived who would not
sk & thousand deaths for such as ahe,

Clinging to the wall with my foet
and one hand, I unloosencd one of the
long leathur strups of my trapplngs,
at the end of which dangled a great
hook by which alr sallors are hung
to the wmdes and bottoms of their
craft for varlous purposes of repair
und by means of which landing parties
are lowercd to the pround from the
buttleships,

I swung this hook cautiously to the
roof sevornl Umes befors it finnlly
found lodgement; gently I pulled on it
to atrengthen Its hold, but whether It
would boar the welght of my body 1
did not know.

It might be barely caught upon the
vory outer verge of the roof so that
an my body swung out at the end of

the sirap It would alip off and launch
me Lot pavement a thoumand feet
below.

Au instant 1 hositated, and then,
roleasing my mrasp upon the support-
log ornament, 1 swung out into space.

ar below me lay the brilliantly
Hehted streets, the hard pavewents
and doath.

There was a little jerk at tho top of
the supporting eaves, and o nasty,
slipping, grating sound which turned
me cold with apprehension; then the
hook caught, and | was safe

Clanmbering qulvkly aloft, I graspsd
the adge of the eaves nnd drow my-
self to tho surface of thoe roo! above,
As | gained my feot | was confronted
by the sentry on duty, into the mug-
zle of whose revolver 1 found myself
looking.

“Who are you apd whence c¢ame
you? he cried.

"I mn an wir scout, friend, and very
near & dead one, for just hy the
morest chance | escaped falling to
the avenue below,” [ replisd,

“But how ¢ama you upon the roof,
man? No one has Ianded or comeé
Up from the bullding for the past
hour, Quick, explaln yourself, or I
cull the guard.”

“Look you hers, sentry, and you
shall woa how I came and how close
& shave 1 had to not coming at all”
I answered, turning toward the edge
of tha roof, where, twenty feat below,
at the end of miy atrap, hung all my
woapona,

The (ellow, acting on impulss of
curiosity, stepped to my slde and to
his undoing, for ns he leancd Lo pasr
over the eavea | grasped him by hls
thront and his pisto] arm, and throw
him heavily to the roof. The waapon
dropped from his grasp and my fin-
gera choked off his attempted cry for
Ansintance,

I gagged and bound him and then
hung him over the edge of the roof
na mysolf bad hung a few mo-
moents hefors, I knew It would be dis.
ecaovered, and I needed all the time
that T could gain.

Donning my trappines and woeapons,
T hastened to the sheds, and soon
had ouwt both my machine and Kantes
Kan's, Making his fast behind mine
I started my engine, and, skimming
over the edge of the voof, 1 dived
down Into the wireels of tha clity far
below the plane usually gecupled by
the afr-potrol, In lews than & minute
I wan settiing mafely upon the roof of
our apartmenta bealde the antonished
Kantos Kan. . 7

I loat no time In explanntiona, but
plungoed Into a discuesion of our plang
for the immedinte future.

1L was degided that 1 was Lo try to

mike Hellum while Kantos Kan wana
fo enter the palice and despatch Sab
Thun, It successful he waa then to
follow me. H( set my compass for
me, a clever little device which will
remain sleadfastly fixed upon any
glven point on the surface of Rar-
soom, and, bidding each other fare-
well, wo ross together and sped In the
direction of the oe, whioch lay In
the route whioh I must take to reach
Hellum. "

An wer neared the high tower a
patrol shot down from wbove, throw-
ing its pleraing searchlight tull upon
my craft, and a volee roared ont &
comiand to halt, followling with =»
shot aa | pald no attention to his hail,

Kantos Kan dropped quickly into
the darkness while I rose stoadily,
and at torrifiec spoed raced through
the Martian sky followed by a donen
of the air-scout omft which had
jolned the pursult, and later by a
swift crulser carrying o hundred
men and a battery of rapld-fire Tun-.

Hy twisting and turning my little
machine, now risiog and now falling,
1 mapaged to eluda thelr search-
Nghte most of the time, but 1 was jlso
losing ground by these tuetics, und so
1 decided to hazard everything on o
straightaway course, and leave the
resull to fate and the speed of my
maohine. '

Kuntos Kan had shown mes a trick
of gearing, which |s known only to
the navy of Hellum, thel greatly in-
croased the speed of our machines,
#o that 1 felt sure I could distance
my pursiers It 1 could dodes their
projectiles for a few roments,

As | wped through the alr the
soreeching of the bulleta around e
convineod me that only by a miracie
could 1 wscape, but the dio wis cast
and, throwing on tull specd, | raced
noostralght courss toward Iellum,
Gradually I left my pursuers further
ond further behind, and | was Just
congratulating mysslf on myv luoky
tacaps when a well-dircotad shot
from the crudaer exploded at the prow
of my |ittla craft.

How far I fall heforsa I ragained
aontrol of the machine 1 4o not know,
but I must have heen vory closs to
the ground bhefora 1 siarted to rise
ngain, as I plainly hoeard the squsale
ing of animals below ma  IUsing
wgaln, | scanned thn heavens for my
pursuers, and finully made out thelr
llghta far behind me, and T saw
that they wero landing, evidently In
wearch of me

Not untdl their 1ighis wors no long-
er disosrnible did T venturs 1o flash
my little lamp upon my colnpans, and
then I found to my conaternation chat
i fragment of the proejetiie had ut-
torly destroyod my only gulde, us wall
s my spredometor.

It was true 1 could fallow the stars
in the general directlon of Hellum,
but without knowlng the cxact locas
tlon of the clty or the speed at whioh
I waa travelling my chances of find.
ing It wera slim,

Hollum liss a thousand miles south.
wost of Zodanga and, with my come-
pass Intact, I should have made the

trip, barring aceldant, In between four
and flvo hours, Asx 1t turned out,
hawever, morning found me spocding
over n vast expanse of dead sea bot-
tom after nearly slx hours of contin-
uous Night at high speed, Presently
n Rroat city shiowed helow me, but |t
was not Hellum, as that alons of all
Barsoomian metropollses consists In
twon Immense circalar walled ecition
nbout mseventy-five miles apart, and
would have been ouslly distinguish-
ahie from the aititide at which | was
fying,

Belleving that T had coms too far
to the north and west, T turned bhaok
in n southeastarly direction, passing

during the forenoon several other
large clties, but none resembling the
description which Kantos Kan had
Kiven me of Hellum

In addition to the twin.city forma-
tlon of Hellum another distingulabing
feature s the two immenss towers,
ona of vivid scariet, riging nearly a
mila into the alr from the centre of
one of the cltien, whila the other, of
bright yellow and of 1T same helght,
marks her sister

CHAPTER XVIII.
With the Hordes Again.
BOUT noon 1 passed low
aver a great dead elty of
anclent Mars, and nas |
skimmed out neross the
pinin beyond T eams full
unon moveral thousand grean warriors
ongaged in o terrific battle, Scearoaly
had I ssen them than a volley of
shots was directed st me, and with
the almont unfailling acouraoy of their
alm my Uttle croft was lostantly &
ruined wrock, sinking erratically to
tha ground

1 foll almost dimectly tn the eentre
of the flerce combat, aAmong warrlors
who liad net sean my approach, wd
busily were they engaged in life-and-
death stimgglons,

The men :\uru fighting on foot with
long sworde, whila an accanional shot
from m sharpehooter on the outakirts
of the eonflict would bring down &
warrior who might for un instant
peparate himseslf from the entangled
mnen

Al my machine sank among them
I reallzed that It was Aght or die,
with gond chances of dying in any
ovent. and mo | striuck the ground
with Arawn iong-sword ready to des
fend mysalf an 1 could,

I fell bewide a huge monster who
winn engiged with three antagonints,
nnd oo | glanced at his fiorce face,
fillad with the light of battle, 1 retog-
ulzed Tur Tarkas, tha Thark.

Ha 44l not wea me, un | wan o
tifle behingd him, and junst then the
thros warrlors opposing him, and
whom | recognized uy  Warhaona,
charged simultansoualy,

The mighiy fellow made qnick
work of one of them, bhut in stepping

e
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back for another thrust, he fell over

n dead body behind him, and wens

down and st tho mercy of his foes in

un instant, Quick as uwhmans they
T

ware upon him, and Tars rhiaw
would have been gathered to his
fathers In ahort order had 1 not

sprung bafore his prostrate form and
engaged hin adversaricos.

1 had accounted for one of then
when the mighty Thark rogained his
foot and qulokly asttled the other,

Ha gave me one lovk and s slight
amile touched Wiy grim lips as, touch-
ing my shoulder, he anid:

1 would soareoly recognizs you,
John Carter, but thers is ne other
mortal upon  Harsoom  who wonld
have dons what you have for me, |
think | have learned that there s
swueh o thing as  friendship, my
friend.”

He soid no mare, nor was (hare op -
portunity, for tha Warhooun wern
closing in about us, and logether wa
fought, shoulder to shoulder, Auring
nll that Jong, hot afieraoon, untll the
tide of battle turned, nd the rem-
tunte of tha flercn Warlhaon horde
el baek upon their thouts and fled
tuto the gathering darkness.

Ton thousand men had boon engagod
in that Titanlo strugele, and upon the
fleld of battle lay 2,000 dead, Nelther
wide nsked or gave aguarier, nor did
they attempt to take prisoners

On our return to the city after the
battle wo had wona drecuy to Tars
Tarkan's quarters, wWhere T wan left
alone while the chieftaln attended the
customary councll which {mmedlatoly
follown an engamement

“Tal Hajus knows that you ars
here, Johin Chrter” sald Toars Tarknas,
on hia return from thoe jeddak’'s quar-
tern. “"Harkojn saw ntd recogniced yvou
ns we wern roturning.  Tal Hajus hoas
ordersd ma to bring you befors hlm
to-night.

“1 have ten thoats, John Carter; you
may take your choles from among
then, and I will accompany you to the
noarast waterway that loads o Mellum
Tars Tarkas may be a oruel, green
warror, but he can ba & felend, as
woell, Tt s best that we atarlt at once.
Come."

"And when you reium, Tars Tar-
kan? I anked

Ha smiled

“The wild calots, possibly, ar worse™
ha replied. “Unless 1 should chance to
have the opportunity I hava so long
walted of buttling with Tal Hajus "

"We will stuy, Tars Tarkas, and sea
Tl Hajus to-night. You sball not
encrifice yoursalf, and it may be that
m-nl,‘ht you can bave the chance you
wait"

He objected strenuously, saying that
Tal Hajus often flew into wild fits of
passion at the mers thought of the
blow I had dealt bim, and that if ever
lie lald bis hands upon me | would ha
subjacted to the most harrible tortures.

While wa wore oating I repeated to
Tars Tarkas the story which Bols had
told mae that night upon the ses bot
tom, during the march to Thark.

He sald but Httle, bur the great
miuscias of his face worked (n passion
wid In agouy at reccllectlon of the
horrors which had been heaped apon
the only thine ha had ever loved In
all hils cold, crusl, terrible existence.

Ho no louger demurred whon [ sig.
gosiond thuat we g0 bafors Tal MHajus,
only saying ho would lke to speak 1o
Huyrkoju Aret At his request | ne-
companied bim to her quartors and
tha logk of venomous hatred sho oast
Bpon mo was slmost  adequats  roe-
comipense for any future misfortunes
this mceldantal return to Thark might
bring ma,

“Harkoin," sald Tars Tarkas, “forty
Yearn ago you were instrumental in

about e torture and death

of & woman named Gogava, [ have
fust dscoversd that the warrior wne
loverl thnt woman has  learned of
YOuF part in the transaction.

“Ha may not kill youw, Barkoja, It
fa not onr ctistom, but thers i» noth-
g to provent him tying ons end of
W ostrnp about your neck and the
uther end to u wild thoat, marely to
tewt your fitness Lo survive and help
perpetunte our race. Having heard
that s would do this on the morrow,
I thought It only right to warn yon,
for | wm u just man, The Hiver s is
but a short pilgrimage, Harkoja
'ome, John Carter.”

Thas next morning Hakoja  was
gono, nur woas she ever soen after

In sllence wao hastened to the jod-
Aak'n polace, where we wore (inme-
dintaly sdmitted to his prosence; in
fact ho could scurcely woit Lo ane e,
and was standing areot upon his plats
form gloworing at the entrance as I
camea o,

“Steap him  to that plilar,” he
shrieked. “Wa alinll ses who It I»
dores strike the mighty Tal Hajus.
Heat ths lrons; with my own hands
1 shall burn the oyes from his head
that he may hot pulhmu my parson
with his vile gnse "

“Chieftaines of Thark,” I erfed, turn-
Ing to the assembled councll and
lgnoring ‘Tal Hajus, “I have been a
chiaf among you, and to-day 1 have
fought for Thark shoulder to shoulder
with her greateat warrlor, You owe
me, at least, a hearing; I have won
thut much to-day, You claim to be
just peopls’’——

“Hilenes!" roarsd Tal Hajus, "Gag
the greature and bind him as I comse

mand.”
CJustice, Tal Hajus!” exclaimed
Lorquas Promesl, “"Who area you to

pot naids the customs of agea among

the Tharks?"

“Yon, Justice!” echoed = dosen
voleon; and mo, while Tal Hajus
fumod and frothed, | conMnuesd:

“You are a brave peopls and you
love bravery, but where was your
milghty Jeddak duriog the fighting
to-duy? 1 did pot ase bim In the
thick of battis; he was not there. He
rends defenceloss women and littls
childeen in his lair, but how recentl
s one of you ssen him Aght wi
mon?

“Why, even I, a mldtl. beside him,
felled him with a single blow of my
fist. Im It of such that the Tharks
fashlon thelr jeddaks? There stands
bewlde me now &  great Thark, a
mighty wartlor, and a noble masa,
Chioftaing, how sounds Tars Tarkas,
Joddak of Thark?'

A rour of doesp-toned applauss
."?“3 thin wu m;lou.

"It but remuins for this counol
command, and Tal Hajus must 3:
hin fitness to rule. Were ho & mn
man he would invite Tars Tarkas
to combat, for he does not love him,
but Tal Hajus s afrald. Tal Hajus
your Jeddal, s & coward. With my
bire nands 1 could kil him, and he
knows it,"”

After I ceamed thers was (ense
silence, us wll eyen were riveted upon
Tal Hajus Ha dld not speak or
move, but the bloteh reen of his
countennncs  turned flvfﬁ. and the
froth froze upon his lps,

“Tal Hajus,” sald Lorquas FPlomsl, the

In & cold, hurd voloes, “never in my

long lifo have I seon a jeddak of tha

Ihiurks o humillated. Thers could he

In.n one answer Lo this arralgnment.

Wa walt 11"

And still Tal H

by njus stood s though
“Chioftuns,”

Ptomel, “shall the Jeddak, ’l‘nll‘(i,ir:mn:
rove Lils liooss to rule ovepr ’l'lrll
nrkis1"

Thore wers twantly olleftadus about

the  rostrum, and twenly swords

fAushod bigh in alr, as signul of usnant,
Thore wis no alternative. Thut de-
oren was finnl, and so Tal Hajus drew

continusd

his long sword aud advapced to mest Tark

Tars Tarkus

The combut wan woon avar
With his foot upon the neck :.f'?hda.
dond monater, Tars Tarkas became
.Imli;luk wrnung the Tharks.

In first wet wis to m
full-flscliged chinftaln with ‘n:: r:::k.l
had won by my combata the flrst feow
weoka of my cuptivity among them.

Heslng the favorahis disposition of
the warriors toward Tars Tarkas, as
wall as toward me, | grasped :b.'up.
portunity to enlist them In my omins
agninst Zodanga. 1 told Tars Tarkas
tha story of my adventures, and In o
fow waords had explained to him the
thought 1 had in mind

“John Carter has made & p L
Ha  wald, addressing the counell.

which mests with my sanotion. 1
shall put It o vou hriafl Defah
Thoris, the Princess of Hallim, who
Wan our prisonar, s now hald by the
daddak of Zedungm, whoss son she
must wad to save her country from
fdevastation at ths hands of the Zo.
danenn forces

“Julin Carter suggests that we res.
cun her and return her to Hellum. The
lont of Zodungn would be magnifieent,
and [ have often thought that had we
an alltance with the people of Helium
we would obtain a sufficlent assur-
nnoa of sistenance to perudt us to (n-
orease the alze and frequency of our
hntohings and thus become ungues-
tionably suprems winong the green
men of all Harmoom, What say you 1

It was a chance to fight, an oppor-
tunity to loot, and they rose to tha
balt an s speckled trout to a fly.

For Tharks they wera wildly en-
thuslastie, and befora another half-
hour had passed twenty mounted
Inessonrors wore  spesding  aeross
dead sea bottoms to pall the hordes
towethar for the sxpoedition,

In thres days we were on the maroh
toward Zodangn, one hundred thou-
wand strong, an Tars Tarkas had besn
abla to snlist the services of thres
amaller horvdes on the promise of the
Kreat loot of Zodatiem.

We tenvelled entirely by night, time-
fng our marches so that we camped
during the day at deseried collien
whese, even to Who beasts, we were all

")
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kept Ind -
e 4 oors during the daylight
On the march Tars Tarkas, ™

hin remarkable ability and statesman- -

ship, enlisted NAfty thou
wirriors from various hom.::‘um
ton daye after wo set out, wa baled
at midnight outside the great walled
olty of Zodnngn, one
thoumand strone,
'Thn Arhting
OF thin horde of terocious .
Alorn wam equivalent to hn':l'l;;ml'
number of red mon, (.14
Naver in the history
’ft‘um :'nrlau told me,
oree KTHOn wa
battla rogether, "rl:I:I.:l .m;.ﬁm
tank to Keep even a semblance of
harmony among them, and it wus
fMAryel to me that he got them to the

oity without & might 1
th sy ghty battla amonyg _

had such o

hundrod and ffty
strenrth and aMotency 5

of Barsoom,
a8,

Hut aa wa neared Zodanga Ihrr'“

paraonnl quarrela wars ®ubme
thelr groater hatred for the r
aAnd espacially for the Zodan
who had for years waged a ru
eampalgn of extermination agalns
::l;ug:ln:: m::.dﬁlmtjlu spocial at-
owa spolling t -
pention ¥ & thelr lacu
Now that we whre befors
the task of ohtalning entry to
@ity davolved upon me. and directing
Turn Tarkas @ hold hin forces In two
divisions out of sarahot of the oy,
with ench divimlon opposita a largs
gatoway, T took twonty dJdismounted
:v;z{umtk arpmchml one of the
nt plerced the
short intervals - S
Rates hava no regular .
but are coversd by nntrm w‘hom
trol the avenua that encircles

b

[

-.nn»tu
lowd

I

at

m .

clty just within the walls mueh as

g::"murumllun police patrol thelr ..
The wally of Zodan -
five fesl In helght l:u:“m.:;‘ntat
thick. They are
blocks of ndum, and the task .

carborn
of entaring the city seemed to my es-

comt of n_ warrlors ] -
bllity, ﬂ‘mm&m"“"# Y

I?II&I 1o nrmm“ mo wers of one

o o smaller and,

Al not know me, neretors,
Placing thres of them with their

faces to the wall and arms locked, 1

commandad two more to mount e

their ahoulders, and a sixth I ordered
to ollmb upon the shoulders of the
upper two, The head of the topmost
warrior towared over forty feet from
the ground, i

In this way, with ten warriors, |
bullt & sarles of thres steps from the
ground to the shoulders of the top-
most man. n,
short distance behind them,
swiflly n: from ons tlar to the next
and, with & flnal bound from the.
broad shoulders of the highest, |
clutche! the top of the great wall
and quistly drew myself to ita broad
SXPADNG.

After ma | dragged six longths be
leather from an equal number of ms
warriors, Thesa lengths we had pre-
viously fastened together and, .
lnﬁ one and to the topmost wa '
I lowerad the other end cautiously
over the opposits side of the wall.

No ons was in sight, wo, lowsring
mysealf to the end of my leather strap.
I dropped the remaining thirty feet t.
vament below,

I had learned from Kantos Kan the
mecrat of opening those gates, and in
nnother moment my twenty great
fighting men stood within the doomeil
vity of Zodensm,

1 found to my delight that 1 had en
tored at the lower boundury of the
eNOFMous palaces grounds,

Tha bullding itself showed In the
distance a blate of glorous light, and
Gt the instant 1 dotermined to lead «
detuchmant of warriors directly with.
in the palace itaslf, while the Llun
of the groat horde was attacking the
barracks of tha saldlery,

Deapatohiog one of my men to Tars

1 ran ¢

rias for & detail of ffty Thar!
and word of my Intentions, }I ord-:;
ten warriors to capturs and open one
of the grent gates, whilo with the
nine remnlning I'took the ather,

Wa ware to do aur work quintly, ans

bullt of enormouw

starting from o

shots wars to ha fired, and no gkeneral, +

advanes made until I had reached
the palace with my fifty Tharks.
Our plans worked to perfection. -

Tha two sentries wa mat wers des-'

ntohed to thalr fathers upon the

nka of the lost sea of Korus, and
the guards at
them In silence.

CHAPTER XIX.

both gates followed o

Loot. fe

the great gate where 1

L]

stood awung open my fAfty
Tharks, headsad by Tars
Tarkas himself, rode In gp.
on their mighty thoats, * .4

Iad tham to the paisce walle, which 1 &

negotiated easlly without ssaistance. » ;.

Onea inslde, however, the gate gavs
me  nalderabls troubie:; but | Anally
was rewnrded by seoing it awing apon
Ita huge hinges, and soon my flerce

escort was riding across the gardens o

of the Jeddak of Zodanga. .
An we approached the palace [ eould o

ate Lhrough the groat windows of the &

.J

firet floor into the brilllantly tllami-

nated audiences chamber
Konls,

vf Than
The immense hall was crowd-

el with pobles and their women, as

thotigh some important fusction was

In peogress
Thers wus not a guard in sight

X

without the palace, due, | prosume, "

to the fact that the city and palase *
walls were consldered lmp
and s0 | camo glose and peered

In. ﬁ
At one end of the chamber, e
massive  golden thrones, } o

with diamonds, sat Than i
his consort, surrounded by o
and dignitaries of atate.

(To Be Coutinued)
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